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GATHERS

The fullness of the skirt is contained by the tightest possible 
gathers around the waistline of this 1780s open gown of 
printed cotton.

The printed design is enhanced by a polka-dot overprint in 
gold. A fashionable gown for day wear it has a tightly fitted 
bodice with Iow decolletage and elbow-length sleeves. The 
open-fronted skirt would have revealed a petticoat of either a 
light-weight silk or matching printed cotton. The characteris- 
tic cut and style of the 1780s can be seen in the back of the 
bodice with its deeply pointed centre reaching well below the 
waistline. There are two narrow pieces of supple whalebone

inserted either side of the centre back seam which create ant 
maintain this fashionable shape. The tight, ślini bodict 
appears even narrower set against padded hips and a ‘bum- 
roli’ at the back. In the łatę 18th century a pad or bustle tiec 
behind at the centre back was an essential undergarmeni 
madę to accentuate the tight bodice and smali waist and pro- 
vide an elegant profile to the figurę. The pad often seems tc 
have been madę of cork. It was worn throughout the 1780s 
and 1790s, wheri it became smaller and rosę higher, prevent- 
ing dresses from falling into the smali of the,back.

A woman’s gown of printed cotton 
with gold polka-dot overprinting.

Dutch, 1780s 
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